
 

 

 

READ 
FOR INFORMTION 

FOR KNOWLEDGE  

FOR WISDOM 

FOR FUN 

 

Text Complexity 
The ODE defines  text complexity as three 

interrelated components:  Qualitative, 

Quantitative and reader/task considerations.   

 

Qualitative measures those aspects of text 

complexity best measured by an attentive 

reader. 

 

Quantitative measures those aspects of text 

complexity that can be reduced to a statistical 

norm.  They include word length or frequency, 

sentence length and text cohesion.   

 

 

 

Reader and task focus on those variables 

specific to particular readers such as 

motivation, knowledge and experiences, 

purpose and complexity of the reading 

assigned and questions posed.  

 

To sum up the state standards say: Read 

and comprehend complex literary and 

information texts independently and 

proficiently. 
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HERE 
SUBHEAD.  SUBHEAD. SUBHEAD.  SUBHEAD. 

 

In the case of good books, the piont is not to see 

how many you get through but how many of them get 

through to you.  Mortimer Adler 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

A book example would be To Kill a Mockingbird 

AR Level:  5.6     Lexile Level: 870 

It is in the 10
th

 grade reading strand because of 

an analysis of the qualitative aspects of the text  

and reader task definition.   

Text Complexity 

        QUALITATIVE 

 

Qualitative features include:  

Levels of meaning 

Levels of purpose 

Structure/organization 

Language conventionality 

Language clarity 

Prior knowledge demands 
 

On the STAR report you see  

Key Ideas and Details 

Craft and Structure 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Vocabulary Acuisition and Use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an example: 
-When I saw the bug, I screamed for help. 

-When I saw the bug, I remembered my first 

car. 

-When I saw the bug, I wondered who was 

spying on me.   

 

One simple word, multiple meanings.  

Readibility formulas might not assess the 

nuances of meaning.   
 

The ability to read awoke inside me some 

long dormant craving to be mentally alive. 

                Autobiography of Malcolm X 



 

TEST COMPLEXITY 

       QUANTITATIVE 
 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here Continue newsletter text here 

 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. 

 

Text is quantified by using a formula that 

measures :  some average of sentence length, 

syllables in the passage, frequency of certain 

words in the language and occasionally inclusion 

of words on a specific word list. Some programs 

have already done this for you.  EBSCO 

Magazines and Periodicals, Library Online 

 Catalog(OPAC), and also some websites:

 The most common are : 

Lexile-used within state standards 

The State Standards have raised the Lexile: 

recommended levels.  

http://www.lexile.com/  
Barnes and Noble 

ATOS-Rennaissnce learning   Bookfinder 

 

Fry Readibility-very simple to use.  The one 

most teachers are taught in college as a quick  

way to determine readability. 

 Fry Readability : How to… 

 

Flesch-Kincaid Grade level score- used by 

micorsoft in its word program.  In MS Word File-

proofing-under “When correcting spelling and 

grammar in word” check “show  readability 

statistics”.  When you run spellcheck it will popup 

with a box that gives you the readability.  For best 

results use at least three passages from the material of 

at least 100 words each.   

 

 

 

Quantitative can never be used in isolation:  

 

 

 

 

Catcher in the Rye :  

ATOS-4.5 

Lexile   790   (4
th

-5
th

 grade level) 

Probably not appropriate for most 5
th

 graders. 

 

Not on the Exemplar list for text complexity, 

but would be appropriate for high school level. 

   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

To quote the master:  The reader is a key 

ingredient in text complexity.  Students need to 

be motivated, they have to be able to aquire 

and assess information. They need to be able to 

think about thinking.   

 

Questions for Professional Reflections on 

READER & TASK 

 

 

TEST COMPLEXITY 
      READER AND TASK 

http://www.lexile.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/reading-level-reading-books-lexile/search.asp
http://www.arbookfind.com/
http://www.readabilityformulas.com/fry-graph-readability-formula.php
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5575

